
DOPIESTICATED ⅡEN APPLICAT10N

JURISDICT10N OF CLARKSVILLE,TENNESSEE
(PLEASE PRINTINFORMAT10N)

Building att cOde Department

Code Enforcement Division

100 Spring St.Clks.TN.37040

931-645-7426/Fax#645-7430

A permit is required to own and keep domesticated hens in certain areas of Montgomery County. Please read Title 3,

Chapter 1, Section 3-109, of the Clarksville City Code. If you have questions about whether you can maintain domesticated
hens on your property, contact the Department of Building and Codes, (931) 645-7426. Permits are issued by the Department
of Building and Codes and do not have to be renewed each year. Permits are not transferable to another property or to another
person. The permit fee is $50 and must be paid when this application is submitted. As part of the permit application process,
the applicant shall submit a site drawing showing the location of the chicken coop and enclosure in relationship to the
applicant's real property line boundaries. Final permit approval shall be subject to inspection of the completed structure by
the Department of Building and Codes. If you are unsure of the requested information (zoning, tax map / parcel), please
contact the Montgomery County Assessor of Property Office at (931) 648-5709, or you may check the State of Tennessee
Real Estate Assessment Data website at http://www.assessment.state.tn.us/

Date

//

Perlnit#           Fccs S

Receipt #

Zoning(CirCIC Yours)

E-lRlR-la R-2R-2a
Minimurn 12.000 sq.ft.lot size req

Tax Map Number

Parcel Number

Name of Permit Holder (Shall Be Owner - Occupant) Applicants Address (Must be same location where domesticated hens reside)

Phone (Home) (cen) Email

Required For Hen Structure

! Site Plan (Includes the Following)

n Diagram that outlines your property (Showing Hen Structure, Hen Run and other structures on your property)

tr Measurements on site plan showing the size of the Hen Structure and distance from any adjoining property lines.

tr Lot size in square footage (Minimum of 12,000 sq. ft. lot size required)

tr Location ofyour screening buffer.

IMPORTANT NOTE YOU SHOIILD KNOW
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Applicant Certifi cation
I hereby certify that the information submitted is true and correct. In submitting this signed application, I acknowledge
and agree that the permit is subject to all the terms and conditions set forth in Section 3-109 of the Clarksville City
Code and any additional rules and regulations developed by the Department of Building and Codes in furtherance of
this Section. I certify that I have read the rules and regulations and intend to abide by them. I understand that any
false statements or omissions may result in denialor revocation of this permit. Failure to comply with the regulations
is subject to a fine of SSO for each violation, with each day that a violation is uncorrected to be considered a separate
violation.

Name of applicant (Please Print)

Signature of Applicant

Ap7ovcdlテ atC     I                  ApprovedBy Rejected / Reason Rejected



Extension UT′TSu Extension Ofrce

llontOomery Counly

1030 Cumberland Heighls Road

Suite A

Clarksv‖ le,TN 37041・6901

omce:(931)648‐ 5725
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RAISING YOUR BACKYARD HENS
Raising backyard chickens will require sound animal care and management, including proper planning, careful management, a
biosecurity (disease prevention) plan to control diseases, and a complete and balanced feeding and watering program,

Why Have Backyard Chickens
Raising backyard chickens can provide a means of producing food products at home as well as an opportunity for young people to
learn responsibility for the caring of animals. Production of eggs is not always economical. Each individual should consider his or
her own economic situation before starting to raise backyard chickens.

Laws
Make sure you follow the guidelines set forth by the Clarksville City Code before getting started in raising your backyard chickens.
lf you have questions contact the Department of Building and Codes at (931) 645-7426. Failure to abide by the requirements in
the Clarksville City Code may result in the revocation of your backyard hen permit.

What Kind of Chickens?
obtaining the best chickens possible will help you get off to a good start. You will want to obtain your chickens from a reputable
breeder. Also, be aware that it is not unusual for chicks to die during shipment, something you might want to keep in mind,

especially if you have small children, before you open the shipping carton.
Egg production - White Leghorns are a very popular breed for laying white eggs. Rhode lsland Reds and Buff Orpingtons are
popular breeds that lay brown eggs. These breeds can lay approximately 200 eggs per year per hen.

Hen House Requirements
You must provide a shelter for your chickens. Chickens should be comfortable while in your care. A chicken house protects them
from the weather. lt also keeps out rodents, wild birds, and large animals, Housing equipment does not need to be elaborate or
expensive. There are, however, several factors which must be considered in order to grow healthy and vigorous chickens. These
factors include the following:

. Space. Each chicken should have plenty of room to grow in the d|icken house. The Clarksville la{ requires two square feet per bird in the hen
house and six Euare feet per bird in the enclosed run. The chicken coop should be no higher than 10 feet tall when measured at its highest point

from the ground.

o Ventilation. The amount of ventilation needed dep€nds upon the season. During the summer, keeping chickens cool is very important. opening
windows in your chicken house will increase air movement. During cold weather, ventilation should be from the south side of the chicken house.

. Light. When raising chickens for egg production, it is recommended that the house have artifcial lighting, if possible. Chickens need about 14
hours of light daily.

. Temperature. Chickens do not need artificial heat, unless the house is poorly insulated. Keep the chicken house free from drafls. lf the birds are
exposed to extreme cold, they will slop laying, and their combs and lvattles may freeze. ln the summer the chicken house floor should b€ covered
with at least 3 inches of dry litter (wood shavings or sawdust). When the weather darts to get colder, gradually add fresh litter until it is at least 4 to
6 inches deep. The built-up litter provides a warm, dry foor. Stirthe litter often to keep itin good shape. lf an area becomes caked orwet, scoop
out the wet litter and replace with fresh.

. Access to Feed and Water. Chickens should always have a fresh supply of commercial feed containing al least 16% protein. Provide clean
fresh water at all times. Without fresh, dean water, hens will not eat and will stop laying.

. Roosts. Equip your chicken house with roost pole(s) for the hens to perch on at night. Roost poles should be 1.5 to 2 inches in diameter,
horizontally mounted and long or numerous enough to allow about a loot of space per bird. The bottom roost, if you have more than one, should be
18-24 inches above the floor. Wood dowels work well for this purpose, plastic can be too slippery for the birds to grip weil. A removable manure
box under the roosts will aid in keeping the hen house clean.

. Nest. Provide one nest for every four hens. Keep dean nesting materid, such as wood shavings, in the nesl at all times. Place nests 18-20
inches above the floor. lndividual nesls should be 10-14 inches wide, 12-14 inches high and 12 inches deep. Providing a perch b€low the
entrance of the nest will help keep the nest clean.

o Brood box. lf you start your flock with chicks, you will need a brood box to keep them warm and safe before they are mature enough to live in the
hen house. Chicks are temperature sensitive, so be prepared to modulate it carefully. The timing of the move to the coop depends on the breed
and the individual, but a good rule of thumb is to wait until they are fully feathered. Consider keeping them indoors until the nighttime low is above
freezing, or providing heat lamps in the coop. Penning them in the coop for a day or two before allowing them the full run of the enclosure will help
them understand where they're supposed to go at night.
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. Location. The Clarksville City Code requires that your chicken coop should be located at least 10 feet away from any rear property line boundary,

and at least '10 feet from any side property line boundary.

Egg Care
Most eggs are laid with a clean shell. To keep eggs clean, change the nesting material often. Gather eggs at least twice a day.

Dirty eggs can be buffed clean with an emery cloth. Eggs should be gathered and refrigerated promptly. Eggs can be kept in the

refrigerator for up to 6 weeks. Thin-shelled or misshapen eggs are not unusual, especially in young birds. ln mature birds, thin

shells can be a sign of dietary issues, often low levels of calcium.

Culling
Culling is the removal of sick or injured birds from the flock. lnjured or sick birds must be separated from others as soon as you

notice them, Culling will reduce feed costs and may prevent the spread of disease. Towards the end of the first year of
production, some hens may stop laying eggs. lt is normal for hens that have been laying eggs for 12-24 months to take a rest.

Be Biosecure
Follow the APHIS guidelines of Look, Repoft, Protect, Look for signs of disease (like runny droppings, wheezing, or droopy birds),

report to a veterinarian and protect your flock by washing hands thoroughly after handling birds. Also, be sure to disinfect shoes

with bleach (10% solution) if you have visited someone else's chicken house or if they visit yours. lt is a good idea to have

waterproof "chicken house shoes" that can be bleached (10% solution) for this reason. For more information visit on-line at

http ://healthvbirds.aphis. usda.qov

Keep !t Clean To Prevent Disease
Though diseases in small backyard operations are less common than in concentrated feeding operations, illness can still strike.

Keeping the chicken house clean, including the feeding and watering areas, is the key to preventing disease. Poultry owners

should also know the signs of diseases in the birds so that they can take immediate action. A reference on poultry disease can be

found at: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ps044. ln case of medical needs, contact a veterinarian,

Where can lget a Chicken Coop?
lf you do not wish to build your own chicken coop, there are several agriculture businesses in Montgomery County that sell ch icken

coops. There are also other online retailers that construct chicken coops in the surrounding counties and communities. Before

completing any purchase however, be sure that the chicken coop meets the size requirements as detailed in the Clarksville City

Code.

Be A Good Neighbor
Remember that your neighbors may not be as fond of chickens as you are. Keeping your hens in a clean, predator-free chicken

house is best. Your birds may be a draw for neighborhood children, Be sure to supervise whenever children are involved.

Children can be taught how to handle chickens gently, if the need arises, but don't forget to have children wash their hands every

time after handling birds.

. University of Tennessee Extension, Montgomery li:i:ftltEy?vans, UT Extension Agent at iEvansl@utk.edu; Karla Kean, TSU Extension

Agent at kkean@utk.edu; https://utextension.tennessee.eduimontqomerv
. University of Tennessee Publication PB915 "Growing Blue Ribbon Pullets"

Programs rn agraculture and natural resources. 4-H youth devetopment, famrly and consurner scEnces, and tesource deyelopment
Unr'/ersrly of Tenn€ssee lnstrtute of AgIlCulture, U.S. Department o, Agncullure and county governmenls cooperatrng

UT lxtenson pro/des equal opportuntlEs rn programs and employment.



ORDINANCE,56-2014-T5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL CODE OF ORDINANCES;
TITLE 3, CHAPTER 1, SECTION 3-109, RELATIVE TO KEEPING BACKYARD
CHICKENS

WHEREAS, the Official Code of Ordinances of the City of Clarksville regarding the keeping

of domesticated hens within the City limits was last amended September 2012:"

and

WHEREAS, the public has expressed an interest to keep domesticated hens in all single family
districts within the City of Clarksville; and

WHEREAS, Code of Ordinances, Title 3, Section 3-109 (b) does not permit domesticated hens

in R-2 Single Family Zone Districts; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the public health, safety, and welfare is furthered by
amending the City Code pertaining to keeping backyard domesticated hens;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

CLARKSVILLE, TENNES SEE:

1. That the Official Code of the City of Clarksville, Title 3, "Animals," Chapter l, "Animal
Control," Section 3-109, "Keeping of Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Goats, Swine or Poultry in
residential areas" is hereby amended by deleting the entire section and substituting the following:

$ 3-109 Keeping of Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Goats, Swine or Poultry in Residential Areas

(a) General prohibitions. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or allow to be kept
cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine or poultry of any kind in any residentially zoned

district within the city limits except as may be permitted by any applicable city
zoning law.

(b) Exceptions pertaining to poultry. Notwithstanding the provisions of (a) above, or any
applicable zoning restrictions pertaining to the same, the keeping of poultry may be
permitted subject to the following restrictions, prohibitions, and conditions:

(1) The keeping of domesticated hens (female chickens) shall be allowed in the
residentially zoned districts of E-1, R-1, R-1A, R-2, and R-2A.

(2) Other types of fowl and poultry, such as ducks, geese, quail, pigeons, or
turkeys shall not be considered domesticated hens.

(3) Roosters shall be prohibited. Breeding of permitted hens shall be prohibited
on property premises. On-site slaughtering is prohibited.



(4) All domesticated hens shall be kept outside of a habitable structure in a fenced
chicken enclosure (chicken run), and a portion of the chicken enclosure must
include a covered coop structure (henhouse). The chicken coop shall provide
at least two (2) square feet per chicken and shall not exceed fifty (50) square
feet. The chicken enclosure shall provide at least six (6) square feet per bird,
and the enclosure shall also include the coop within the enclosure, and the
entire enclosure shall not exceed a total offour hundred (400) square feet. The
maximum height of the coop shall be no more than ten ( 10) feet at the highest
point as measured from the ground directly beneath the highest point of the
coop. the enclosure and coop shall be located in the rear of the property ten
(10) feet away fiom any side property line. The lot area for keeping
domesticated hens shall be a minimum of 12,000 square feet. The coop shall
be covered and enclosed on all sides. The enclosure shall be open to the air
above, or the enclosure may be covered by a permeable material approved by
the department of building and codes. A maximum of six (6) chickens may be
permitted on any parcel or tract of property.

(5) Any food storage shall be kept in airtight, predator proof, and weather proof
containers.

(6) There shall be a one-time application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for any
person applying for a chicken permit. As a part of the permit process and at
the time of the permit application the applicant shall provide a site drawing
showing the location ofthe proposed chicken enclosure and the chicken coop
in relationship to the applicant's real property line boundaries. Final permit
approval shall be subject to inspection of the completed structure by the
department ofbuilding and codes.

(7) The permit applicant must own and occupy the property for which the permit
is applied. The permit cannot be transferred or assigned to any other person. A
permit shall expire upon the sale or other transfer of the property, or if the
permit holder ceases to reside at the property for which the permit was
granted.

(8) A permanent screening buffer shall be required. The screening buffer shall be
located no closer than the minimum front yard setback of the applicant's
property. This permanent screening buffer may be a fence, shrubbery, or other
similar structure or plant.

(9) The chicken coop and enclosure shall be well maintained and regularly
cleaned to control dust, odor, and waste, in order to not constitute a nuisance,
safety hazard or health problem to surrounding property. As part of proper
maintenance, the permit holder must remove any chicken waste on a regular
basis, at least biweekly, and dispose of it in a proper manner. Chicken waste
includes excrement, uneaten feed, feathers, or other waste items. If the



enclosure and coop are not properly maintained and results in the occurrence
of a nuisance, the department of building and codes may treat the nuisance as

any other nuisance pursuant to existing law, regardless if the permit holder has

an otherwise valid permit.

(10) Any permit issued may be revoked by city court upon a finding of any
violation by any person of any provisions herein.
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