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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM
ASSISTANT PROGRAM
A Domestic Violence Victim Assistant’s role is to serve as the liaison for
survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, intimate partner sexual assault,
and stalking cases. It is a top priority of the Clarksville Police Department
Domestic Violence Victim Assistant Program to offer information to victims
that promotes safety, along with other needed resources, as well as provide a
step-by-step explanation of the court process to empower the victim to stop the
cycle of violence. Along with personnel in law enforcement agencies and the
District Attorney General’s Office, your Domestic Violence Victim Assistant will
work to aid in offender prosecution.
The survivor can choose to work with a victim assistant to aid in the prosecution
of the offender. As long as correct contact information is provided to the
officer, a phone call will be made to each victim of domestic violence related
crimes. As a survivor, if you decide not to accept the assistance of the assigned
Victim Assistant you do so knowing that they may not be available to assist you
through the court process.

VICTIM ASSISTANT
Andrea Tennyson : (931) 221-1180 / Andrea.Tennyson@cityofclarksville.com
Please contact the above number with any questions.

HOW DO I OBTAIN AN ORDER OF
PROTECTION?
Legal Aid Society (931) 552-6656 / 1-800-342-3317
OR
Circuit Clerk’s Office (931) 648-5700
OR
Private Attorney
Make sure when taking out an order of protection that you are truthful about all
the facts of your case. Once the paperwork is done a judge may decide to sign a
temporary order until a court hearing is held to issue a permanent order of
protection.

www.cityofclarksville.com

Let the cycle stop with you!
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Safe House
(931) 552-6900
Legal Aid
(931) 552-6656
Tennessee Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence
(615) 386-9406
National Domestic Violence Hotline
1-800-799-SAFE (7233)
National Sexual Assault Hotline
1-800-656-HOPE (4673)
National Stalking Resources
1-800-394-2255
National Teen Dating Abuse
1-866-331-9474
Crisis Intervention Center
2-1-1 or (931) 648-1000
Tennova Healthcare (Hospital)
(931) 502-1000
Centerstone
(931) 920-7200
Crisis Line
1-888-291-HELP (4357
Fort Campbell Advocacy Program
270-412-5500

IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF
DOMESTIC ABUSE,
YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:
1. You may file a criminal complaint with the district attorney general (D.A.).
2. You may request a protection order. A protection order may include the
following:
(A) An order preventing the abuser from committing further domestic abuse
against you;
(B) An order requiring the abuser to leave your household;
(C) An order preventing the abuser from harassing you or contacting you for
any reason;
(D) An order giving you or the other parent custody of or visitation with your
minor child or children;
(E) An order requiring the abuser to pay money to support you and the minor
children if the abuser has a legal obligation to do so; and
(F) An order preventing the abuser from stalking you.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Why were charges taken?
It is important that you know that the domestic violence laws are
written in such a way that it keeps the victim from having to say that
he/she would like to press charges. A written statement is not necessary
for an officer to proceed with seeking a warrant for the offender.
What is a COR?
Conditions of Release (COR) are rules established by the Tennessee Law
– most often involving cases of domestic assault. T.C.A. Section 40-11150. These rules are designed to insulate victims of domestic abuse
from intimidation or further acts of violence before a judge has an
opportunity to review the case.
How do I amend a COR?
A judge is the only person who can change the conditions of a COR. If
you wish to amend the conditions of release, you would have to go to the
General Sessions Clerks’ windows in the courthouse and ask for the
paperwork to change the Conditions of Release.
Do I have to come to court?
We strongly suggest that you take advantage of the rights afforded you
as the victim to participate in the process. Your presence in court is
important.

If you receive a subpoena to come to court, it is a

requirement of your presence.
Can I drop the charges?
No, the Judge is the only one who can do that. All offers are made by the
District Attorney General’s Office. Your best option to be heard on the
case is to come speak with the Assistant District Attorney on the
scheduled trial date.
Do I have a say in the outcome of the case?
Ultimately it will be the decision of an Assistant District Attorney as to
the offer made on each case. It is your right to be heard in this part of
the process. You can also convey your thoughts about the case to your
Victim Assistant who can assist you in communicating with the Assistant
District Attorney.

I AM CONFUSED, SCARED, ETC. WHO DO I CALL FOR SUPPORT?
Andrea Tennyson : (931) 221-1180 / Andrea.Tennyson@cityofclarksville.com
Please contact the above numbers with any questions.

IF IT IS AN EMERGENCY CALL 9-1-1.
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